
August 28 - September 5, 2020

Market experience
with a Florentine chef

The statue of David

Meat, cheese, & olive oil tastings

Italian chocolatier

Wine tastings in Florence, Pienza,
Montalcino, & Bolgheri

Siena walking tour

San Gimignano

Verrazzano Castle

Guided Lucca tour

Tuscany
The Food & Wine of



Florence Meat, cheese, & wine tastings

DAY 1 FRIDAY,  AUGUST  28    FLIGHT TO FLORENCE     
Today we transfer to the airport for our overnight flight to Florence, Italy. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the flight!

Note: The airport location and airline will be confirmed no sooner than 9 months before departure.

DAY 2 SATURDAY,  AUGUST  29    FLORENCE     (D)                
Welcome to , the The city is Florence capital of Italy's Tuscany region and home to many masterpieces of Renaissance art and architecture. 

known for fabulous food, stunning fashion, and incredible monuments to the era of the great Italian Masters. It is the exquisite food, along 

with the region’s spectacular wines, that will be a focal point of our time in Tuscany! We will settle into our city center accommodations for 

the next two nights and gather with the group for a lovely welcome dinner.

DAY 3 SUNDAY,  AUGUST  30    FLORENCE     (BL)                
We will begin today with a wonderful breakfast at our hotel before diving right in with a food shopping adventure. A local chef will join us 

for a walk through the market as he chooses the ingredients for the spectacular lunch he will cook for us! After our delicious meal, we will 

meet our Florentine guide for a tour of the most famous sites of Florence. Of course, a visit to Florence would not be complete without a 

visit to the Accademia to see Michelangelo’s David. In addition to the statue of David, the museum is home to other magnificent 

sculptures by Michelangelo and a large collection of paintings by Florentine artists during the Renaissance era. Free time will be available 

before we return to the hotel for a glass of wine with the group and then set off for an evening at leisure to discover the cuisine of Florence.

DAY 4 MONDAY,  AUGUST  31    FLORENCE - MONTECATINI TERME    (BD)                
Following breakfast, we will embark on a tasting tour of Florence that will please our taste buds! Our tour will take us to some of the best 

gastronomic shops in the city to sample meats of the region, such as carved prosciutto; cheeses that pair beautifully with selected wines; 

and olive oils. We’ll also indulge our sweet tooth with a sampling of some wonderful chocolates, during which we will learn about the art 

of pairing wine and chocolate. Some delicious gelato will then complete our tasting experience. You will have time in Florence this 

afternoon to browse on your own before we meet to travel about an hour west of Florence to Montecatini Terme to spend the next five 

nights in deluxe accommodations while exploring Tuscany in depth. After some time to settle in, our group will enjoy dinner at the hotel. 

The remainder of the evening is yours to relax or take a walk and get acquainted with this lovely Italian town.

DAY 5 TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1    PIENZA & MONTALCINO     (BL)               
Today’s touring will take us to the Val d'Orcia region filled with breathtaking landscapes where the cultivated hills are occasionally 

interrupted by picturesque towns, villages, farmhouses, abbeys, and shrines. We’ll begin the morning with a visit to a farm near the lovely 

town of Pienza, designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to enjoy some fresh Pecorino cheese and taste some wines along with local 

products. Our afternoon stop will be at a wine producer near the town of Montalcino to see its cellars and enjoy another wine tasting.  

Montalcino produces a top-notch DOCG wine called Brunello di Montalcino, reckoned by many to be the finest in Italy. We will then return 

to Montecatini Terme for an evening at leisure. A number of theaters, boutiques, jewelry shops, bars, and cafés can be found on the main 

streets located within an easy walking distance of our hotel!

DAY 6 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER  2   SIENA & SAN GIMIGNANO     (BL)      
After breakfast, we will head through Tuscany's low-lying hills to the mystical city of Siena for a walking tour through the narrow Gothic 

streets to admire the stunning palaces, mansions, and historic Piazza del Campo, known for its famous Palio races. We will visit a nearby 

farm to dine on the famed Chianina brand of beef and savor the flavor of the saffron spice that has been grown here since the 13th century. 

Our meal will be paired with some of the wonderful wines from their vineyards! This afternoon will be spent exploring the scenic, hilly 

village of San Gimignano, where Italian pottery will catch your eye at every turn. Enjoy dinner on your own this evening.



Montalcino vineyard Verrazzano Castle

DAY 7 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER  3   MONTECATINI TERME & CHIANTI          (BD)         
The morning is yours to spend some time exploring Montecatini. Browse the local shops, indulge in a soak at one of the city’s spas fed by the 

area’s wonderful hot springs, or simply relax at the hotel. Enjoy lunch in one of the charming outdoor cafés near the hotel before boarding the 

motorcoach for our afternoon excursion to Verrazzano Castle in the heart of the Chianti region. A guided tour of the castle’s gardens and wine 

cellars will end with a special dinner and wine tasting!  Our day will come to an end with our return to Montecatini for the night.

DAY 8 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER  4    BOLGHERI & LUCCA    (BD)     
Our day begins with breakfast before we depart the hotel to visit Bolgheri and Lucca. The village of Bolgheri and its surrounding area are 

famous around the world for the vineyards where some of the best Tuscan wines are produced, such as Sassicaia. While here, we’ll stop at 

a farm, visit its cellar, and taste its wines together with some local products. We will then continue on to Lucca, a medieval town still 

encircled by its Renaissance-era city walls and full of pastry shops and bicycles. Lucca is particularly famous for some unique recipes that 

feature truffles and olive oils. A private, panoramic guided tour will include a stop at a local pastry shop for a tasting before we return to 

the hotel to relax and freshen up for our special farewell dinner, during which we will reminisce about the Italian cuisine, fine wine, and 

new friends that we have enjoyed this week.  

DAY 9 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER  5   HOME     (B)  
Today we will transfer to the airport for our flight home.

Lucca San Gimignano

Siena Michelangelo’s David



Optional Travel Protection Plan
(non-refundable payment due with deposit)

$358 per person, Double or Single

Custom designed 
tour by 

Not included in the price of this tour: meals/beverages other than those listed on the itinerary, 
beverages other than tea or coffee with included meals, items of a personal nature/souvenirs, 
phone calls and faxes from hotels, travel protection plan, passport fees, current baggage fees at the 
airport as assessed by the airline, and any service not listed in the above inclusions.

For further information or questions, please contact: 
Kasey Soyer

(712) 792-9793 
or email: kasey@stardestinations.com

$5,359 per person, Double Occupancy*
$5,859 per person, Single Occupancy*

A $500 deposit per person is required 
with your registration form.

Tour PricingInclusions
• Round-Trip Airport Transfers

• Round-Trip Air to Florence
    (price based on air estimate of $1,200)

• Private Motorcoach
  Transportation 

• 7 Nights’ Accommodations

• 14 Meals (7 Breakfasts, 
   3 Lunches, 4 Dinners)

• Admission to Attractions as
   Stated on Itinerary

• Porter Service of One Bag
  Per Person at Hotels

• Taxes and Gratuities for
   Included Services

• Professional Tour Manager

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE: APRIL 20, 2020

DOCUMENTATION:   If you don't have a passport, call our office and we'll tell you how to apply for one. Holders of non-U.S. passports have Each U.S. citizen must have a valid passport through March 5, 2021, to participate.
different entry requirements. Please NOTE: Due to airline security measures, your passport name must match your airline ticket name and your tour reservation name or you may be denied aircraft boarding.

OPTIONAL BASIC SECONDARY TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN:  Travel Protection means passengers are covered when unforeseen medical circumstances arise which may force you to cancel or interrupt your vacation. 
Coverage is as follows: 24-Hour Accidental Death and Dismemberment ($25,000), Medical Expense/Emergency Evacuation (Accident and Sickness Medical Expense - $50,000 / Emergency Medical Evacuation, Medical 
Repatriation, and Return of Remains - $250,000), Non-Medical Emergency Evacuation ($25,000), Trip Cancellation (Trip Cost), Trip Interruption (150% of Trip Cost), Missed Connection ($750), Travel Delay $750 (up to $150 per 
day), Baggage and Personal Effects ($2,500), Baggage Delay ($250). A brochure with full details is available. To review full plan details online, go to: www.tripmate.com/wpF450D. Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) is not an insurer and 
does not have any liability for any coverage amounts. As a travel retailer, SDI is not qualified or authorized to answer technical questions about the benefits, exclusions, or conditions of any of the insurance coverages in the plan or to 
evaluate the adequacy of your existing insurance coverage. SDI and its employees may offer and disseminate travel insurance under the direction of Trip Mate, Inc. You may have coverage from other sources that provides you with 
similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions depending on your other coverages. You may wish to compare the terms of this plan with your existing life, health, home, and automobile insurance policies. If you have any 
questions about this coverage, contact Trip Mate at 1-833-297-2255. Purchasing a travel protection plan is not required in order to purchase any other products or services offered by SDI.

CANCELLATION:  Full refund of all monies is made if cancellation is received in writing to Star Destinations prior to final payment, less the cost of your Travel Protection Plan (if purchased) and 3% credit card transaction fee 
(if a credit card is used). A 100% fee is charged if the cancellation occurs between final payment and departure. If the reason for cancellation is due to a medical or other reason that is covered by Travel Protection, you may be 
eligible for reimbursement for such fees from your Travel Protection Plan provider.

TRAVELERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:  You must advise Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) at the time of registration of any disability requiring special attention. SDI will make reasonable efforts to accommodate the special needs of 
travelers. The Americans with Disabilities Act is applicable only in the U.S. and accommodations outside the U.S. may be more limited. Travelers requiring assistance are required to be accompanied by a companion who is capable of 
and totally responsible for providing the assistance. Neither SDI personnel nor its suppliers may lift or physically assist with travelers' special needs including but not limited to walking, dining, or other routine activities. Travelers 
thinking they may need assistance should call SDI to determine what accommodations may reasonably be provided. Arrangements at an additional cost are the financial responsibility of the traveler. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS:  Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) acts as an agent for and makes arrangements with airlines, hotels, railroads, bus lines, cruise lines, adventure companies and other independent parties to provide you with the 
travel services and accommodations. Although great care is taken in choosing suppliers, we are unable to directly control them and therefore cannot be held responsible or liable for their acts or omissions. The travel services are 
subject to the conditions imposed by these suppliers and their liability may be limited by their tariffs, conditions of carriage, and international conventions and agreements. Should for any reason beyond our control, the hotel or 
establishment described in the attached itinerary may not be available, SDI and its agents reserve the right to lodge travelers in another hotel of similar or superior category. SDI cannot assume responsibility for any claims, losses, 
damages, costs or expenses arising out of injury, accident or death, damage, loss or delay of baggage or other property, or delay, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, upset, disappointment, distress or frustration, whether physical or 
mental, resulting from a) mechanical breakdowns, dangers inherent to the sea, fire, theft, civil disturbances, strikes, government actions, weather and other factors and causes beyond our control. b) passenger's failure to follow 
instructions of SDI or its representatives. c) any other cause beyond the control of SDI. In addition, SDI reserves the right to vary the Tour Price advertised or printed to cover any increase in air fare, fuel price, Government taxes and 
charges, exchange rate fluctuations, or other Tour related tariffs and costs subject to price guarantee. The price of this tour is based on the EUR/USD exchange rate of $1.12 as of 8/22/19. If you request a variation or change to your 
booking, SDI may choose to accept or reject that request at its sole discretion. If SDI accepts your request, you must pay the variation fee and any costs associated with it.

It is the sole discretion of SDI to refuse transport to any passenger or require any passenger to leave the tour if it is reasonably believed that the passenger (1) is dangerous to others or to himself or herself; (2) has engaged in, is 
engaged in, or is threatening to engage in, behavior that may adversely affect the safety, security, comfort, enjoyment, or well-being of other passengers or SDI representatives, including, but not limited to, behavior that is disruptive, 
verbally abusive, physically abusive, obnoxious, harassing, discriminatory, or obscene; or (3) has failed or refused, or is failing or refusing, to follow SDI's rules and procedures or the instructions of SDI or its representatives. In the 
event a passenger is removed, such passenger may be left at any city without any liability to SDI or its representatives. SDI shall not be required to refund any portion of the price paid by any passenger who is removed under the terms 
of this paragraph, nor shall SDI be responsible for expenses for lodging, medical care, meals, transportation, or any other expenses incurred by the passenger. SDI shall be entitled to recover from the passenger any costs or 
expenses incurred by SDI or its representatives in the removal of the passenger or the exercise or enforcement of this clause.

PienzaMontalcino

*Credit card payments subject to 3% transaction fee 

Ac�vity Levels
1. Easy to Minimal: Mostly panoramic sightseeing; 1-2 hours of easy-paced walking at a �me; minimal stairs and uneven surfaces; must be able to physically get on/off the motorcoach.
2. Minimal to Moderate: 2-3 hours of easy-paced walking at a �me; some stairs and uneven surfaces due to nature of a�rac�ons.
3. Moderate: 3-4 hours of walking/standing at a �me; some stairs, inclines, and uneven surfaces due to nature of a�rac�ons.
4. Moderate to Energe�c: 4-6 hours of walking/standing/physical ac�vity; stairs, inclines, and uneven surfaces due to nature of a�rac�ons.
5. Energe�c: Excellent health is required for this on-the-go tour; involves strenuous ac�vi�es and more than 6 hours of ac�vity at a more vigorous pace.

limited to four single occupancy spots
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